ATR/95:1

Editor’s Notes

The theme of this issue of the Anglican Theological Review is
salvation, a topic that co-editors Grant LeMarquand and George
Sumner identified and then developed with a group of distinguished
evangelical Anglican theologians. We are deeply grateful for their
work, and most appreciative of the helpful and thought-provoking
ideas and insights they have presented.

Why salvation? LeMarquand and Sumner give an account of the
origins of this issue in the first paragraph of their Introduction. This
issue is a response of sorts to the Summer 2008 ATR issue “Homo-
sexuality, Ethics, and the Church” (available at http://www.anglican
theologicalreview.org/read/conversations/5/). The present issue does
not refute the discussions there, nor does it propose an alternative
view, which is at any rate well articulated in the Winter 2011 ATR is-
sue “Same-Sex Relationships and the Nature of Marriage.” Rather, as
the Introduction says, the present issue addresses some of the funda-
mental theology that shapes and is shaped by the considerations and
controversies that are often more immediately evident. In short: what
Christians have to say about the work of Jesus Christ—salvation—has
a great deal to do with what we say about human sexuality, the Chris-
tian moral life, the form and content of the liturgy, and so on.

Nor is Christian—or Anglican—belief about salvation uniform
and settled for all time. The co-editors’ Introduction sums up some
of the pressing questions today: “Is the doctrine of salvation too nar-
row in this pluralistic age? Have we, in our deeply historicized and
supposedly post-metaphysical age, outgrown such claims? And what
about the inherent unfairness of substitution, or the offense of of-
fering up for death one’s child?” There are no easy answers to these
questions. And even within the particular “parties” one might identify
in the current church, significant differences and disagreements exist.
Evangelical Anglicans (for example) do not agree on what Paul had in
mind relative to justification by faith. This, then, has implications for
how one views the Christian moral life, including specific dispositions
and behaviors.
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The essays in this issue probe some issues and questions that are
of fundamental significance to all Christian believers, evangelical and
catholic, conservative and liberal. They do so in part by drawing on
Scripture, Anglican tradition, and important theological studies that
continue to shape theological considerations today. Through this
method, they bring in front of us important aspects of our common
heritage which must be taken into account as we seek faithfully to
spread the Good News in today’s world.

And for those who are not evangelicals, these essays offer an op-
portunity to broaden understanding of theological method and funda-
mental commitments and to deepen appreciation for an aspect of the
Anglican theological tradition with which many are, unfortunately,
unfamiliar.

Most importantly, this issue invites us all to ponder anew what
God has done for us in Christ.
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Beginning with this issue, the ATR is taking a new approach to
the Book Review section. Instead of one Book Review Editor with
responsibility for making sure all areas of theological studies are cov-
ered, we have eight editors with particular areas for which they are
responsible. This brings us greater expertise in selecting what is to be
reviewed and by whom, and it increases the likelihood that the range
of subjects covered in each issue is as wide as possible. We believe
this change will make the book reviews more helpful to all of us as we
figure out what to add to our reading lists. The new book review edi-
tors and their fields are:

Walter Hannam, Historical Theology
Jason Fout, Theology and Ethics

Jon Nilson, Ecclesiology and Ecumenism
Richard Leggett, Liturgical Studies
Kathleen Russell, Pastoral Theology
Tobias Haller, Religion and Culture
Sofia Starnes, Poetry

These editors always welcome new reviewers and suggestions on books
to be reviewed. So if you want to review books for the ATR, or if you
have specific books you think should be reviewed, please contact the
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relevant editor(s) using the email addresses provided at http://www.
anglicantheologicalreview.org/write/book_review_guidelines/. Please
remember to check with the editor before writing a review; a review
of the book you are interested in may already be in process.
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Also in this issue is our donor list from the past year. Gifts from
these dioceses, parishes, and individuals quite literally make the jour-
nal possible: without them we would not be able to continue. We are
deeply grateful to each and all of them.

As important to us as the financial support we receive is the
knowledge that, through their giving, our donors are expressing confi-
dence in and support of the journal’s mission: to foster scholarly excel-
lence and thoughtful conversation in and for the church. Their gifts
affirm that the people of God can and do benefit from enriched and
extended discussion of the Christian faith and its significance in what
God is doing in the world.

If you are not already a donor to the ATR, please think about join-
ing these friends and colleagues. Consider giving a subscription to a
friend or colleague, or to a seminary or Anglican studies program any-
where in the world. Donations can be made directly from our website
(http://www.anglicantheologicalreview.org/support/) as well as by mail
or by phone. And thank you for your interest in the Anglican Theo-
logical Review.

ELLEN K. WONDRA
Editor in Chief






